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What do we want from food?

ÅJobs

ÅEconomic security

ÅClean air, clean water

ÅReliability

ÅSocial just

ÅHumane treatment of livestock

ÅHealth

ÅAffordability

ÅSustainable

ÅTo connect to our culture and where we live
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We have too much food and not enough food
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Itõs a long, fossil-fueled trip for our food
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This is how we eat.
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This is how we use our land and water



This is how we raise our meat
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Simplot Feedlot, Grand View, ID 
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This is how we grow our food
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Industrial processes play a significant role in our food
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Most of the food we eat is not grown locally  



Most farms had a diversity of 

livestock.

In 1950  ¾ of all farms had 

poultry 1/3 had pigs

Today, 6% of farms have 

poultry and less than 1% have 

pigs. 

Latah County

Today, less than 1% of farms 

have milk cows. 

In 1950 76% of all Latah Co. 

farms raised dairy cows

In 1950 many Idaho communities 

had creameries, cheese plants, 

canning, or dried milk plants.  

There were 4 in Latah Co.

Today, there are a handful of small 

plants and a handful of huge milk 

factories mostly in Southern Idaho.  

In 1950  there were hundreds of Latah County farms that 

reported selling fruit ---nearly 500 grew apples.  

Today, fruit orchards are almost gone---only 13 farmers are 

raising apples.

In 1950  potatoes were  grown 

commercially by 400 Latah 

County farmers on 88 acres.

Today, 1 Latah County farmer is 

raising potatoes. 

In 1950 13 Latah County farmers raised 10 

acres of sweet corn .

In 2007, there were 2 farms.

In 1950 there were 19 flour mills across the state, 

including 1  in Latah County 

Today there is 1 in Blackfoot.



Crop 1950 2007

Cantaloupe 4 farms, 5 acres 0

Onions 1 farm, 5 acres 0

Squash 4 farms, 4 acres 0

Tomatoes 6 farms, 5 acres 10 farms, 2 acres

Tomatoes, 1944 26 farms, 30 acres -

Watermelon 4 farms, 18 acres 0

Strawberries 52 farms,41 acres
10 farms, 3 acres

Raspberries 19 farms, 8 acres

Selected crops, Latah County



Canneries and processing here

Atlas of the Pacific Northwest Resources and Development, Ore. St. College 1953
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From 5% in 2010 

To 20% by 2020
Can we increase 

the amount of 

locally-grown 

food we eat?



Increasing our local food to 20% in 

2020 might meané



More of our fruits and 

vegetables will come from 

yards,

EspaliedPears, Ontario, Canada

Portland Fruit Tree ProjectRegina,SK



from local, diversified farms,
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from community gardens

Allard Street Community Garden

Sault. Ste. Marie

Photo:  www.Redcross.ca Foerstel.com Boise Idaho

Holiday community Grden, Boulder, CO
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from jails and prisons

Prison Farm Mozambique

Cook County Jail

Cook County Jail
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from public spaces

The White House Beehive

The White House Garden



From along our streets,

Fruit trees in Montreal

Highland Park, IL



from rooftops

Trent University roof

Photo source:  www.cityfarmer.orgChicago Green Roof Program

Rooftop gardens in Milwaukee, WISan Francisco



at our schools,

Edibleschoolyard.org

Cooltownstudios.com



perhaps  from some unusual places.



Greenhouses will produce year round
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Will Allen at Growing Power Farm

Remaycovering greens in Idaho winter
Chicago Botanic Garden

Chicago Botanic Garden



Abandoned warehouses and big box stores will be retrofitted to 

grow food and fish

Growing Power, Milwaukee, WI



Weõll have bees in many places
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Livestock will graze new places

Goats grazing on the Google corporate campus

Hillside Farmers Co-op Northside, MN

Sheep mowing the lawns of Turin, Italy

Citycaucus.com

Glynwood.org



Weõll eat local food all year long
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