Owner Engagement Committee meeting notes
October 3, 2017
Present: Tim Kohler (BOD), Carol McFarland (BOD), Ashley Hamlin (BOD), Greg Meyer (Participating Owner), Priscilla Wegars (Participating Owner), Linda Russo (Participating Owner), Willow Venzke (Admin. Assistant)
Absent: Emma Liang (Participating Owner), Jolie Kaytes (Participating Owner)
5:30 pm, Mezzanine

1. Notes Review
Notes from September’s meeting were approved.

2. Forum with Moscow Human Rights Commission
Ken Faunce attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of Moscow Human Rights Commission partnering with the Owner Engagement committee to put on a public forum. 

Moscow Human Rights Commission is a volunteer city commission dealing with human rights. The commission puts on events, helps sponsor events, and advises the Mayor and City Council. They have a city budget. 

The idea of a forum originally came about when the Board was working on their Immigration Statement. The committee and Ken brainstormed ideas for a short film and forum with a panel.
· Mass farming 
· Film: Tomatoland 
· Mass farms got in trouble for slave farming.
· Factory farming
· Regional and national issues 
· Could include a discussion on how the Co-op interacts with the farmers who supply them.
· Could discuss some of the issues farmworkers face and what the Co-op does to avoid issues.
· Bring in speakers: Some speak for free, but we would need to pay hotel, gas, and food.
· A couple years ago, Carol had a conversation with WSU (Wenatchee) researcher David Granatstein. He shared that some immigrant farm workers are so specialized, there aren’t machines or Americans that can do the job. A good perspective; he would be a great speaker. Action: Carol will get in touch with David Granatstein.
· Another speaker could talk about the farmworker perspective. If they’re so valuable, why are they treated badly?
· Labor-intensive crops in the Northwest: apples, grapes, hops. Any more?
· Any labor intensive crops have a lot of workers, so treatment of workers can be an issue.
· Current administration is terrifying workers. There are concerns of deporting undocumented immigrants and/or limiting number of visas that are given out. 
· Ken will do research on films and get a list of possible speakers from the farmworkers side to the committee. 
· The forum is tentatively planned for March or April. 
· Action: Linda will re-watch a WSU student film she recently saw to see if it would be appropriate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


3. Recap of “Keep the Hives Alive” and Forum
The committee felt that the Forum went really well. 
Some suggestions:
· About 45 people attended. 
· Turnout could be better.
· Maybe sampling mead or honey tasting would’ve helped.
· Could get students involved.
· Max couldn’t see well because the light in his face was too bright.
· We could use a mobile microphone. People in the back couldn’t hear the comments/questions from people in the front.

4. Article about getting the word out about the Co-op’s inclusivity
Greg is going to interview PFLAG representative for the article. He will share the article with the group when it’s ready.

Action: Greg will draft a short article and will bring it to the committee’s next meeting.—In process

5. Owner’s Week table
In the future, cashiers should mention the Owner’s Week table to customers while they’re checking out.

6. Annual Meeting
It’s time to start thinking about Annual Meeting planning. The committee will start by reviewing what worked last year and what could be improved. 

Action: Willow will send the committee all applicable notes from the 2017 Annual Meeting.

7. Renaming “Beer with the Board”
The committee brainstormed logistics of this event. 
· It was agreed to hold this event twice a year (once in Pullman and once in Moscow).
· The event won’t be coupled with a Board meeting. 
· Could include a short educational piece/discussion.
· The committee is still brainstorming names. Ideas:
· Board games with the Board
· Cupcakes and conversations with your Board
· The committee will revisit this agenda item at November’s meeting.

8. Reviewing committee charter
This item will be the main focus of November’s meeting.

9. Time and place of next meeting
The committee will meet on November 7th at 5:30 pm at Tim’s house: 1040 NE Creston Lane, Pullman.



Ongoing action items:
1. Continue to research and brainstorm a list of potential cooperatives in the area to interact with.—in progress
2. Revisit how to get more email addresses from owners.—in progress

DONE
· Tim will check in with Jolie to get Dr. Sheppherd his talking points.
· Willow will check with Max to see if he has been in touch with the Spokane neonicotinoids connection.
· Willow will check in with Max: 
· To see if he has been in touch with the UI Ag Department to borrow their display hive and inquire about “Bee Feed” seed packets.
· To inquire on whether he plans on doing a honey tasting at the Co-op before the film.
· Willow will get the Film Series committee’s fall film schedule and send it to the committee.
· Willow will send Linda the sign up information for the Owners Week table.
· Ashley will contact Ken Faunce to invite him to join the committee at the next meeting.
