[bookmark: _GoBack]What is Citizens’ Climate Lobby?
Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a bipartisan organization that works to address climate change by federal legislation called “carbon fee and dividend.” Carbon fee and dividend would:
1. place a fee on fossil fuels based on the amount of carbon emitted when burned (fee would be placed at the source: mine, well, or port of entry)
2. return 100% of the fees (minus administrative costs) to  US households as a monthly dividend to offset higher energy prices due to the fee
3. place a tariff on imports from countries without a carbon fee to discourage US businesses from relocating 
Carbon fee and dividend does not increase the size of government or require new bureaucracies. The dividend increases disposable income; about 2/3 of households will come out ahead. Greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced because demand for fossil fuels will go down while demand for more efficient processes and alternative energy sources will go up.  Over 20 years, CO2 emissions will be cut over 50% and a lot of jobs will be created.
Citizens’ Climate Lobby members make presentations to local organizations, write letters and op-eds, seek endorsements from community leaders, and lobby members of Congress. 
Putting a price on carbon is the most direct and cost-effective way to address climate change.  Keep fossil fuels in the ground. It’s been free to pollute, now it’s time to pay.

Visit your local Palouse group at cclpalouse.org. See citizensclimatelobby.org to learn more

Impact of Carbon Fee and Dividend on Households
One of the biggest concerns with pricing carbon is the financial impact this fee would have on households, particularly low and middle income. In February 2016, CCL released a working paper* that assessed the net financial impact of a $15/ton CO2 carbon fee with proceeds minus administrative costs returned to households equally. 
The research found that 53% of US households and 58% of individuals received a financial benefit, as the dividend exceeded the estimated increase in costs of goods purchased. 
Furthermore, the gains were concentrated among disadvantaged households. In rural areas, 54% benefited with 17% experiencing a minor loss.  This analysis did not include the health and environmental benefits that would come with a reduction of greenhouse gasses. 
Also the study assumed 100% of the carbon fee was passed on to consumers. Evidence indicates businesses actually pass on about 87% of costs for energy price increases.
*Kevin Ummel, a research scholar in the energy program at the International Institute for Applied Systems 
Analysis.

Talking Points
3 pillars of activism: love of place, educate yourself, take action: talk about climate change
Nearly 40 nations and many smaller jurisdictions have some form of carbon pricing. British Columbia, Quebec, California, … Alberta will impose a tax in 2018. And phase out use of coal. China will set up a national cap and trade system. 
CFD will cause a raise the prices for what is or has in it fossil fuels. Border duty or tariff on products that don’t have this price already in them. So people use less fossil fuels. Companies will more efficient. Spur innovation
A fee or tax on carbon emissions causes producers of fossil fuels to raise prices (gas goes up) which encourages utilities and other producers to generate more energy from low-carbon sources like solar, wind, and nuclear power. 
Global warming affects all life on earth through a multitude of pathways, largely hidden from public view. 
Keep fossil fuels in the ground. 
History: Since the beginning of the industrial revolution, burning of fossil fuels has steadily increased the carbon dioxide content of Earth’s atmosphere. This increased carbon dioxide traps heat and causes warming.  Carbon dioxide pollution drives global warming. As long as carbon pollution remains free, the true costs of fossil fuels are hidden. 
Future: If carbon pollution continues with only the emission cuts pledged in Paris, the danger mark of 2 degrees C (3.6 F) rise since pre-industrial level will be hit by 2050. Global average temperature has increased by about 1 degree C since pre-industrial level. World will warm by another 1 degree Celsius (1.8 F) by 2050. 
Jobs: Carbon fee and dividend won’t kill jobs, but will change them. Reducing carbon/greenhouse gas emissions doesn’t mean eliminating fossil fuel producers and jobs. The same people that oil and gas employs will be needed to supply low-carbon fuels to an energy-hungry world. 
