From: Joseph Erhard-Hudson <josepheh@moscowfood.coop>
Date: Wed, Aug 26, 2020 at 2:49 PM
Subject: Armed & maskless customer
To: Kerry Morsek <kmorsek@moscowfood.coop>
Cc: Joseph Melior <jmelior@moscowfood.coop>


Hi Kerry, Joseph,

Sorry for the potentially shocking subject line.

I am concerned about something that happened at the store yesterday (8/25/2020) around dinnertime. A tall muscular maskless guy came in and ordered a sandwich. People were afraid to confront him, so of course I took the lead. I found him in line at POS 1, cut off his assertions that he was exempt, shepherded him outside, and took his credit card inside to complete payment. Once he saw I was serious, he made zero fuss. 

Here’s the concern: a friend/customer has since told me they saw a tall muscular guy without a mask, in the deli, right around the same time, who was carrying a pistol tucked into his waist. I think there’s a good chance it was the guy I dealt with, and I was totally oblivious to the fact he was openly armed. 

Assuming it's the same guy, I'm glad I was oblivious, because it means I didn’t give him the satisfaction of displaying even an ounce of fear or surprise. It's Idaho, and open carry is permitted in or out of city limits. Legally it's a non-issue, and I intend to treat it that way socially as well. 

Now that I’m aware of what (probably) happened, I want you to know about it too, and I have some requests and questions:

- Can we review camera footage to verify what my friend saw, and whether it was indeed the person I confronted? I just want to have clarity, so I can better practice non-attachment to this new issue.
- Do you have any guidance for when we have an openly armed customer we need to confront for other reasons? Even if I don't care about the weapon, other people probably will, and we may have policies I'm not aware of.
- Has the Co-op considered barring weapons from the premises? I believe Idaho law allows private property owners to place their own restrictions, even when open carry is generally allowed. I have no idea whether we would want to. That's way above my pay grade. I'm simply curious whether it has been considered.

-joseph

