Spring Board Retreat
6.5.2021
Latah County Fairgrounds, Grange Room - 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Present: Melinda Schab, Alice Ma, Cheyne Mayer, Julia Parker, Mark Thorne, Ken Hart, Rob Ely, Isabel Barbuto, Dulce Kersting-Lark, Trish Hartzell, Chloe Rambo
Guests: Steve Peterson, Clinical Professor Economics, University of Idaho
____________________________________________________________________________

Presentation on Economic Outlook after COVID - Steve Peterson
Steve Peterson shared a presentation on the economic condition of the area. The Board asked questions and discussed. 

The Board took a brief break after Steve’s presentation.

“Everyone Welcome” Activity
Cheyne led a brief activity setting ground rules for the coming conversation. 

Comments and feedback from the Board: 
· Land acknowledgement statement is needed on the website
· Integrate photos of people of color involved in the food systems in the Co-op’s marketing
· Is the phrase “local” inherently racist?
· Should ethnic products (hispanic, asian, etc) be “mixed in” with other products?
· Leaning in to the affordability of the products we could have
· What sort of racial hierarchy of needs are we perpetuating by supporting “diet trends” that are originally supported by white supremacy
· QR codes to more information on originations of health trends
· Does Rooted or general marketing imagery perpetuate our status as a “health food store”?
· Low-priced conventional products like white flour should be sold at the Co-op, but wouldn’t be in the bulk department
· How do we address the gap in the demographic of folks we serve who don't have time to prepare their own food (what to do with dried chickpeas) - and can't afford $8.99/lbs for prepared foods from the hot bar and don’t have time to take cooking classes
· What partnerships can be created with other grocers (Taj, Halal Meats, Phung-Mart, etc)
· Diversity of employees
· More heavily marketing how the money you spend at the Co-op stays in this area
· Learning more about food sovereignty - UI Extension Officer with the CDA Tribe (Plummer), and what can we do to be advocates for food sovereignty for/with the local tribes
